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In modern society ruled by law, the statute law in text form has important 
position and function in the construction of the socialist legal system. The legal 
norms should be prescribed in language and their application is depended on the 
interpretation of the meaning of the words and expressions which describe the 
legal norms. Semantic interpretation is the starting point of legal interpretation. 
It meets the ideal of the rule of law, and is conducive to the predictability and 
stability of the law. Its importance is self-evident. But, the existing theories 
about semantic interpretation more focused on the definition, characteristics 
and applicable rules of semantic interpretation, with little analysis of its 
feasibility, which lead to the insufficient understanding of the essence of 
semantic interpretation.  
The first chapter in this paper indicates that the deficiency in the existing 
theories about semantic interpretation is lack of feasibility analysis of semantic 
interpretation, by introducing people’s general perception of semantic 
interpretation. And points out that starting from the analysis of “semantic” is a 
possible path to understand semantic interpretation.  
The second chapter discusses the essential characteristics and elements of 
semantics relevant to semantic interpretation. The essential features of 
semantics with” conferred by the people” and” identified in the specific 
context” reflect that semantics are, in fact, social relations among the three: 
expressions, authors or readers, and objects. Semantics don’t only depend on 
their grammar elements, but also system and purpose elements. The semantic 
ambiguity determines that the meaning of legal norms can be finalized only in 
their specific application. Legal interpretation, in particular, semantic 
interpretation is a effective way to clear vagueness of semantics.  
The third chapter discusses the application of semantic interpretation, on 
the basis of the second chapter. The essential features of semantics determine 
the subjectivity of semantic interpretation, and support the "circularity" of 
semantic interpretation. The basic logic of semantic interpretation can be a 















determine the boundaries of semantics through the eyes back and forth between 
facts and norms. The semantic elements, including grammar, system and 
purpose, have an impact on the conclusions of semantic interpretation. So, we 
recommend semantic interpretation possessed of openness.  
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同时指出：“这种解释的目的是探求法律用语 明显、 自然和 常用的
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